
benchmark plots. Tendencies within
and between different land-use practices
will be studies quantitatively.

• Possible tendencies and responses will
be explained by incorporating the
additional information and data in the
analyses.

• Additional data will be evaluated on
grounds of availability, significance and
reliability.

For more information contact:  M Coetzee

P/Bag X804,  Potchefstroom, 2520
Tel: 018  299 6704 - Fax: 018  297 7135

THREAT TO THE

WILD COAST OF

SOUTH AFRICA
from the Bishop of Umzimvubu

Sir, My diocese encompasses two areas of

great natural beauty in South Africa, the

Drakensberg mountains and the Pondoland

Wild Coast.

The Wild Coast is exceptional, having

remained "undeveloped" and therefore

unspoilt. Of the half-dozen waterfalls in the

world that cascade straight into the ocean,

three are found along this coast. It has been

recognised as one of 25 global botanical "hot

spots", with more than 180 species found

nowhere else. The relatively small Mkambati

Nature Reserve on this coast contains 23

waterfalls and a colony of over 60

endangered Cape vultures in the Msikaba

Gorge.

It should be proclaimed a World Heritage

site. The South African Government

recognises its value and intends declaring the

Pondoland Wild Coast a national park. At the

same time, it is agreeing to a bid by an

engineering consortium to build a toll road of

motorway standards through the area. It also

appears that it will sanction sand-dune

mining for titanium by an Australian

company.

While sustainable development is welcome,

this bid should be opposed on environmental,

social and moral grounds. A road of this

dimension (80m in width) will inevitably be

environmenta l ly des t ruc t ive , wi th

subsequent deforestation and erosion. It will

desecrate a quite unique part of the world. It

will cause great disruption to the local

communities who have requested the

upgrading of existing roads, thereby

providing access to hospitals and tourist

centres. A motorway will benefit the

engineering and trucking industries and not

the local people.

The engineering consortium has now told the

South African Government that it cannot run

a toll road profitably unless the Government

pays an anticipated R 1.5 billion (£ 120

million) for two bridges required to span the

Msikaba and Mtentu gorges. One, over a mile

long, will be the longest inAfrica south of the

Sahara.

If the South African taxpayer is to pay, the

road should be built where the people want it

and not where an engineering consortium can

make money out of it.

A British engineering company has been

commissioned to design the bridges. Its chief

bridge consultant has been to South Africa at

least twice, the route has been surveyed and is

in advanced stages of preparation.

I still hope that the South African

Government will turn down the proposal. If,

as seems likely, it accepts it, I hope that no

British capital, either from the private or

public sector, is used in the building of this

road.

Yours faithfully,

PO Box 644,

KOKSTAD, 4700 SOUTHAFRICA.

mzimyubu@futurenet.co.za

GEOFFREYUMZIMVUBU,
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HIGHWAY IMPERILS

PRISTINE WILDERNESS
from Michael Dynes

on the Pondoland Wild Coast,
26 July 2003

ONE of Africa's most pristine wilderness is
threatened by plans for a £500 million
highway that could ruin habitats unique to the
continent.
Building of a 340-mile toll road from Durban
to East London, along South Africa's largely
undeveloped eastern seaboard, is to begin in
December and will take a year.
Controversy has erupted over the proposal to
lay a 65-mile swath of concrete across the
Pondoland Wild Coast, home to 180 plant
species found nowhere else.
Environmentalists say that some of the
species date to prehistoric times before the
Earth's continents separated. Many have yet
to be catalogued and new ones are being
discovered all the time. The Pondo
Bushmen's tea tree, the rarest tree in South
Africa, has survived in the remote bushland
for millennia. Botanists believe that there are
no more than 400 specimens, some thought
to be more than 1,000 years old. The four lane
road would put a corridor 80 yards wide
through the region's renowned grassy plains,
rivers and forests which roll down to a coast
where sandstone formations have created
spectacular cliffs, gorges and lagoons.
The Eastern Cape provincial government
seems to back the scheme. However, Enoch
Godongwana, the Minister for Economic
Affairs and Tourism, added a racial
dimension to the controversy after insisting
that "only a few whites" in the nearby town of
Kokstad were "creating a fuss" over the road.
Many black residents in impoverished
townships to be bypassed by the road fear
that they will be deprived of passing trade.
The Wild Coast is the graveyard of numerous
of sailing vessels. It is also a dirt-poor area
with a reputation for lawlessness where
families scratch a living from the land.
Critics say that the road will do nothing to
alleviate the poverty while backers say that it
will help to transform the Eastern Cape into a
tourist revenue earner. The proposal by the

Wild Coast Consortium, a group of South
African engineering firms, has been accepted
in principle by the National Roads Agency
and is awaiting the go-ahead from the
Government, despite the virtual absence of
public consultation.
The scheme would entail two new bridges
over the Mtentu and Msikaba gorges, two of
the most breathtaking vistas in the South
African countryside. Halcrow, a British
engineering firm, has been commissioned to
design the crossings. The Right Rev Geoffrey
Davies, the Bishop of Umzimvubu, who has
been leading the campaign to get the toll road
scrapped, said: "South Africa must not
sacrifice a spectacular coastline in the name
of economic development . Future
generations will shake their heads in disbelief
at our negligence if we allow these unique
gorges to be bridged." Mike Sutcliffe,
Durban city manager, who has expressed
reservations of routing the road through the
Pondoland wild Coast, said: "There still
needs to be more investigation into the route.
National government is compelled to involve
local government in decisions of this nature".
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